Two charged with plotting to kill officer 
One of the murder-for-hire suspects is a Tulsa gang member.
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MUSKOGEE — A Tulsa gang member and a convicted drug dealer have been charged in a murder-for-hire scheme to kill a Muskogee police officer. 

Ronald Keith Irving, 35, of Muskogee and Deandre L. Washington, 22, of Tulsa, also known as "Monster," were charged by the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Eastern District of Oklahoma on Thursday. 

They are charged with "tampering with a witness, victim or informant" by plotting to kill Muskogee Police Lt. Brian Stark. 

The officer is a witness in a federal drug case against Irving, who is in the Muskogee County Jail. 

Washington, whom authorities said is a known gang member, was supposed to receive $50,000 to kill Stark at his Muskogee home, records allege. 

U.S. Attorney Sheldon Sperling said Washington was the passenger in a car traveling to Muskogee on Wednesday to carry out the plan. 

The FBI had been tipped off about the plan, and Oklahoma Highway Patrol troopers arrested Washington about 8:30 p.m. as the vehicle crossed a Muskogee Turnpike bridge east of U.S. 69. 

Sperling said the troopers had stopped traffic to ensure that they were able to pull over the vehicle and make the arrest safely. 

An FBI affidavit accompanying the complaint contains comments recorded Monday in which a man agrees to carry out the killing: 

"Can we do it before Thursday?" asks the man, whom prosecutors allege is Washington. "Do you know how to find him? I won't wound him. I will shoot him in the face. 

will kill (Irving) if I don't get the money. It will be splat splat. We'll ride down there and boom boom. We will hit him at his house." 

Stark and his family were not home at the time. Sperling said they were at a protected location. 

Authorities believe that Washington was careful enough not to have yet been in possession of a weapon while on his way to Muskogee. 

But Sperling said something else was chilling about his appearance when he was arrested. 

"He was wearing surgical gloves," the prosecutor said. 

The affidavit includes a note Irving is alleged to have written while in the Muskogee County Jail. 

The note, which asked for the killing, was given to an inmate who became an informant, authorities said. 

If convicted, Irving and Washington could receive as much as 30 years in prison and be fined $250,000. 
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